
 
 

WHEATLAND TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

7:00 P.M. April 20, 2026 

MINUTES 

    

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 7:00 P.M. with the Pledge of Allegiance being recited by all present. 

 

 ROLL CALL: 

 Tom VanSyckle X Julie Sellers X    Kim Thiel X  Ethan McNeal X    Lee Carte X 

 

Others present: Commissioner Chris Zimmerman,  Chief Kevin Thiel, Taylor elder/Assessor, Amy Noggle 

, Kathy Smith, Paul Fate, Adam Fate, Denis Reichert, MaryAnn Wernette Library,  Kris & Bob Beers, 

Shirley Denslow,  Claudia and Marvin Perry, Beth and Russ Riley, Mike and Cindy Havens, Betsy Ann 

Moskowitz, Tracey Simon. 

 

SUPERVISOR REPORT: Supervisor VanSyckle stated things are running smoothly in the Township. 

After Easter John McKenzie was brought back as Seasonal Maintanance working with our newly hired 

Lead Maintenance Vern Young.  They have been very busy with extending legs on picnic tables at our 

Pavilion making them more accessible, railing around bleachers at the back ball diamond for insurance 

purposes, wooden fence near basketball courts, cleaning brush and debri in town, cemeteries and 

Wastewater Treatment Plant, with mowing right around the corner. 

 

MINUTES: A motion was made by Lee Carte to accept the minutes as written for the March 16, 2026 

Board Meeting,  Julie Sellers supported the motion, all in favor, motion carried.   

 A motion was made by Lee Carte to accept the Special Board Meeting april 13, 2026 minutes as written   

Julie Sellers supported the motion, all in favor, motion carried. 
BOARD MINUTES- March  16, 2026 

 

TREASURER REPORT:  A motion was made by Lee Carte to accept the Treasurer Report and payments 

as presented for March 16, 2026 Board Meeting, Ethan McNeal supported the motion, all in favor, 

motion carried. 
Treasurer’s Report: March 16, 2026 

 

MMPA REPORT: (Attached report)Adam Philipp was absent.  Matt Germaine represented MMPA tonight.  

He stated that everything is running well.  They are working on a dialing system for the new loadings.  

Ferric building repaired and working well.  They do have a problem on one of the ponds berms with 

erosion.  And with all the heavy rains it is becoming more apparent that there is a problem with the 

townships infiltration system and eventually running out of storage space.  Kevin Thiel past employee of 

Leprino Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator stated that they did a “Smoke Test” approximatley 11 

years ago with Joe Fate having the results.  Michigan Rural Water will come out and Smoke Test under 

contract with them. 

 

 

FIRE REPORT:  Chief Thiel reported there are 73 runs to date.  They had a structure fire in town this 

week with multiple departments assissting.  Also at the Remus Tavern they had a cooler short circuit.  

There are two members in Firefighter class. 



  

LIBRARY REPORT:  Betsy Ann Moskowitz and MaryAnn Wernette were in the audience and they gave 

report as no one else was present from Library. They reported that the Library is working on doing some 

kind of retreat with children for the 250 year celebration.  Computer automation is still not running yet. 

 

DDA:  Amy Noggle President and Kathy Smith Treasurer were present from the board.  Amy started 

out with a THANK YOU to the Board for the Special Mtg. Last week.    They have contacted legal council 

of Swift & Foster to assist them in their plan.  Amy asked the Board if they would allow a 6 month 

window for investigating and collecting plan information.  They have been conversing with members of 

DDA, consulting firm for long/short term plan.  They will be contacting Equalization and the County for 

further.  The Board questioned a bill that was requested for $250.00 to Linda Howard for the windows 

in the School Section Lake Building.  Kris Beers stated that she worked on the grant alongside Linda and 

they were just granted it being a donation to the Remus Area Historical Society. 

 

 CORRESPONDENCE: Commissioner Chris Zimmerman stated that the county  has hired LaFrece as 

District 1 Commissioner.  Shila Kiander retired, but is in agreement with the county to extned that for a 

year because she is wonderful at what she does.  Mecosta County is under State of Emergency due to 

flooding.  There was a building fire in Paris near the ponds fish hatchery and campground.  

Sheriff's report: N/A. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

1.  Road repair millage:  Tom VanSyckle made a motion to increase the Road Repair Millage to 1.5 mill 

per year for 10 years, 2026-2026, supported by Lee Carte, motion carried. Roll call vote all Yeas. 
  
 

2. ADA Complance for website:  (Find attached) Rachel Blanzy is diligently working on the completion of 

the ADA compliance Accessibility Statement for Remus.org Website and needed approval so far. 

 

3.  American Red Cross Hall Shelter: Working with Fire Dept. to locate items, tabled until May 

Meeting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1.  Supervisor Resignation/Appointment:  Supervisor VanSyckle stated that his last option of staying in 

Wheatland Township has subsided and is turning in his letter of resignation, thanked everyone for time 

spent.  Clerk Thiel asked if Trustee Lee Carte wanted to take over the meeting.   

2.  DDA/TIF Capture:  Much discussion was had of possibly looking in to different options of possibly 

dissolving the DDA Tax Capture and not the whole board.  Possibly DDA keeping some funds approxi

 mately $25,000 that was in DDA account before Last capture to use on legal assistance on a new 

plan.  Giving DDA 6 months to figure this all out.  Discussion was leading way to better communication.  

Township advisement and tabled until May. 

3.  Assessor's Contract: Motion made by Ethan McNeal to accept Renewal of Assessor's Contract for 

4/1/26-3/31/27, supported by Julie Sellers, motion carried. All officers signed. 

4.  Cemetery Sexton:  RCB Contracting will not be renewing with township due to cost effective 

restraints.  Bob Beers is interested in and said he would get bid in soon.  Board will look into more bids.  

Tabled till May. 

5.  Park Opening:  Park will be open from this day forward.  Clerk will get Countywide Port A Potties in. 



6.  Parking Lot Patch:  Remus Pharmacy advised that if the Township could purchase parking lot patch 

that they would put it in.  Advised that the business owners are responsible for their parking lots.  Clerk 

Thiel offered the DDA for a “downtown project”. 

Clerk Thiel after getting approval by the rest of board asked Lee Carte if he would except the 

appointment as Supervisor for Wheatland Township to fill completion of term thru to November 2028?  

Lee Carte excepted appointment and he was duly sworn in.  Roll Call: Julie Sellers, Ethan McNeal and Kim 

Thiel yeas.  Also it was released to public of anyone being interested in Trustee position it is open and 

has to be filled in 45 days.  Russ Riley and Kris Beers let it be known to Clerk. 

7.  Assessor added info:  Taylor stated that she would like to be FCC compliant in doing her property 

visits.  She is getting quotes for post cards, door hangers etc.....approximately $150.00 for Wheatland 

Twp.  Also wanted Township to start charging for land divisions. Ordinance for applications.... Tabled till 

May. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  A few individuals expressed their concerns of the DDA. 

 

ADJOURN:  Lee Carte to adjourn, supported by Ethan McNeal, passed adjourned at 8:50 pm.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Kimberly S. Thiel 

Wheatland Township Clerk 

  


