Remus Area Historical Society (RAHS)

a nonprofit tax exempt organization
324 S. Sheridan, P. O. Box 71, Remus, MI 49340

“Our Past, Your Future"

RAHS 1
The purpose of the Remus Area Historical Society, Inc. (RAHS)
. . . . . . Donor Member Form 2
an educational charitable nonprofit organization, is to cele-
brate the heritage, and preserve the cultural and historical re-  [gyndy Hil Historical Trail Project 3
sources, especially in the Townships of Wheatland, Broom-
. . . . Mecosta Lumbering Project 3
field, Rolland, Millbrook, Colfax, Morton, Martiny, Austin,
Hinton, Sheridan, and surrounding area. Genealogy Series/Cemetery Walk 4
Volunteers Needed! 5
UPCOMING DATES: RAHS Donors 6
e Wed, Sept. 20, 4:30 p.m. RAHS Board meeting. Remus Mu- :
seum Museum Hours/Meetings 6

Thurs. Sept.28, Genealogy. MIGenWeb.net overview, 10
a.m.—noon. Remus Museum.

Sat., Oct. 14, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Lumbering display and
presentation, Morton Township Library. Mecosta.

Wed., Oct. 18, 4:30 p.m. RAHS Board meeting. Remus Mu-
seum.

Thurs. Oct. 26, Genealogy. MIGenWeb.net overview, 10
a.m.—noon. Remus Museum.

Wed., Nov. 15, Annual Meeting, Remus Museum.

Wed., May 2nd - Fri 4th, 2018, National Genealogical Socie-
ty Conference. Grand Rapids.

For More Information, email museum@winntel.net. Subscribe to

www.remus.org (at bottom of the webpage) to receive updates by
email!

It is time to make your
annual gift to support
your local museum and
our work. Please use the
donor form on page 2!
We are so grateful to you,
our community for con-
tinuing to help us cele-
brate and display our cul-
tural and historical re-

sources.




REMUS AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

oM .?aol;, ?m Futire”
324 S. Sheridan, P.O. Box 71, Remus, Michigan 49340

A Michigan nonprofit corporation with federal tax exempt status (501(c)(3). Our purpose is to preserve and celebrate the rich heritage of
Wheatland, Broomfield, Rolland, Millbrook, Hinton, Sheridan, Morton, Martiny, Austin, Colfax Townships and surrounding area.

September 2017
Dear Neighbor:

We hope you are able to support your local Remus Museum and our Bundy Hill Historical Trail project
with a gift. Annual donor/member gifts are used to operate the museum and carry out activities.

The Remus Area Historical Society, Inc., an educational and charitable organization, was formed to
celebrate the heritage and preserve the cultural and historical resources of the eastern townships of Mecosta
County and the western edge of Isabella County. The all-volunteer group is organized as a nonprofit
corporation; donations are tax deductible as allowed by law. The Museum serves area residents, tourists and
former residents. Emails come in from across the country from persons with area ties requesting information!
Thanks To You we continue to make progress. This vear we completed the School Section Lake Veterans Park
Stone Pavilion restoration fundraising project and the Mecosta County Quilt Block Trail which now has 69
blocks countywide. (Download the map from Remus.org!) We held monthly Genealogy Series and highly
successful Cemetery Tours to explore early trailblazers.

We participated in the Chippewa Watershed Conservancy Bundy Hill Preserve dedication on August 19,
and we are working on a new Bundy Hill Historical Trail project, on a new Elders DVD, and, are hosting a
Mecosta Lumbering event and display at the Morton Township Library on October 14th, 10 am. to 1 p.amn.

As ever we are continually improving our historical collection and making them available to you at the
Remus Museum open from May - October! Volunteers always welcome! We so appreciate all the support yvou've
given us over the years. Please complete the donor form below and mail it along with your check to P.O. Box 71,
Remus, Michigan, 49340, If you have further questions, please contact me at (989) 560-8305 or email me at
lhoward@cmsinter.net. Thank You in advance!

Very truly yours,
i fhec s

Linda Howard, Board President

FOR MORE INFORM ATION, GO TO THE REMUS WEBSITE AT WWW.REMUS.ORG, EM AIL: MUSEUM@WINNTEL.NET, C ALL LIND A HOWARD (989) 560-8305,
CHAR LENON (989) 967-8153, OR DAWN SNYDER (989) 561-5469.

Yes, we wish to support the Remus Area Historical Society (RAHS) and museum for 2018.

Contact Name Would you rather remain anonymous? ves no
Address City/State/ Zip
Phone Number Email Address
% is enclosed for 2018 RAHS membership. ($20-individual, $35-family, $50-business, $100-contributing
member/group, $500 - supporting member/group.
This gift is made in memory/honor of: Please mail an acknowledgement to

(name) (address) city /state/ zip.
$ is enclosed to help support the Bundy Hill Historical Trail project in Broomfield Township.
$ TOTAL enclosed.

CHECKS MADE PAYABLE TO RAHS

MAIL TO: REMUS AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC., P.O. BOX 71, REMUS, MICHIGAN 49340
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LUMBERING IN THE AREA

In 2015, a Genealogy Oral History Roundtable in Remus with several founding families and area elders and in 2016, a
very successful Remembering Lumbering event was held at the Millbrook Township Hall . A new lumbering display
was established at the Remus Museum.
“MECOSTA’S LUMBER TRAILS” WILL BE HELD ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2017 FROM
10 A.M. TO 1 P.M. AT THE MORTON TOWNSHIP LIBRARY IN MECOSTA.

Historical re-enactor Roger Elkins aka “Pine Pitch Pete” will entertain and in-
form us about the lumbering history of the Mecosta area. Historic lumbering
equipment and books about the history of Michigan and lumber will be on dis-
play. Come listen, share information and/or bring logging documents, tools,
photos and other artifacts to share. For more information, contact Linda How-
ard by phone: (989) 560-8305 or email lhoward@cmsinter.net. This coincides
with the 2017 Mecosta Book Village Festival. The Annual Local and Michigan
Authors Meet and Greet will follow the presentation. Authors that plan to at-
tend are asked to contact andreakirkassaf@gmail.com with questions. Both
events are free and open to the public. Sponsored by: Culture Alive!, the Remus ‘{
Area Historical Society, and Mecosta Revitalization. /

BUNDY HILL HISTORICAL TRAIL PROJECT — BROOMFIELD TOWNSHIP

Remus Area Historical Society, working with group and individual sponsors, is creating a 12 sign trail in Broomfield Town-

ship, Isabella County. Locations still being determined. Contact : Ischafte@hotmail.com or 561-2077 for more info.

Economic Opportunity for All

The “Old Settlers” were mostly free people who came
here after facing oppression in southern Ohio, resulting
from their mixed white and black heritage. Before 1865
when slavery ended, they had good reason to fear being
kidnapped and taken 100 miles south to slavery, as
happened to Solomon Northrup in the film 12 Years a
Slave. The picture above was of Joe Lett's lumber camp
on Edmund Hall's property, here in section 4. Unigue in
hiring mostly runaway slaves. Lett was an Old Settler
who homesteaded 2 miles west of here, in the

1860s. Some other old settler families report working in
the Bundy Hills for over 50 years cutting pines, then
hardwoods, {inallg pulpwood (mostlg aspen).

The Bundy Hills History Trail

The Melting Pot

The social fabric of the Bunclg Hills area was heavilg
influenced by Oberlin College Congregationalists,
who practiced racial and gender equality. Emphasis
was on having caring relationships with neighbors, land
ownership, and schools/ churches available to every~
one. Some of Michigan’s first integrated schools and
churches were in this area. Almost all schools were inte~
gyatecl (see above Nostrant School stuclents), three ad-
ditional integrated Schools were located, within 2
miles. Church services were held in various locations, an
integrated church from the 1800s is still active 4 miles

towest of here. Interracial marriages were common

here, 150+ years before most of the USA.

The Bundy Hills History Trail
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Remus Area Historical Society - 2017 Genealogy Series

#1: On Thursday August 24, 10 a.m. to noon the Genealogy series at the Remus Museum with
Jan Cortez, State Coordinator for the MIGenWeb.net collection of genealogy resources available
online. Bring your I-Pad or Laptop or smart phone. No cost.

#2. Looking back: On Saturday, June 3rd Cemetery Tours held in Wheatland Township. Three
cemeteries with early area homesteaders were explored. An interesting booklet produced for the
event by Di Green, Mary Simon and Marg Hough and available at the Remus Museum contains
many facts about area ancestors such as these notes:

e The Norman/Cummings Cemetery on 6 mile road contains 16 graves -largely family members of
Marquis & Joanna (Cummings) Norman and William &
Harriett (Flowers) Cummings, free Negros that had come
from Ohio as noted on the historical marker. The earliest
grave was 1864. Eleven child deaths were due to diphthe-
ria and typhoid.

» The Roberts/Wager Cemetery on 10th Avenue has 92
graves. The Shiedel, Shantz, Moore, Moyer and Gingrich
families were part of the Mennonite community. Jacob
and William Schiedel (brothers), along with Solon Hall
and Moses Musselman, were instrumental in organizing
the Township of Wheatland. William Schiedel was the first person to settle in Wheatland Town-
ship in September, 1860. Jacob Schiedel was the first person buried in 1867. The last person buried
in the cemetery was Asa D. Schiedel in 1974.

o The Pine River Cemetery, with 116 graves, is also on
10th Avenue. The gravestone of Joseph and Hannah
Sellers (Joseph born 1837, died 1880, and Hannah born
1838, died 1918). Shown at left is the Sellers home-
stead.

Another tombstone in the Pine River Cemetery fea-
tures Randall T. Capen, born in Tolland Co., Conn.,
June 2, 1823. In the fall of 1859 Randall came to Wheat-
land and bought 120 acres of wild land and built a pio-
neer's shanty. The first election held in the Township
of Wheatland occurred at the house of Mr. Capen in 1864. Thirteen of the 14 voters assembled cast
their ballots for Abraham Lincoln for President. A retired farmer, resident of Remus, Randall held
various local offices. He was a member of the International Organization of Good Templers at
Millbrook.

We are collecting Family Histories! Please drop off at the museum, mail: Attention: Mary Simon,

Remus Area Historical Society, PO Box 71, Remus, MI 49340, or, email to museum@winntel.net.
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The Remus Area
Historical Society
Presents:

the Mecosta
County
Quilt Trail

RAHS DoNoRs SEPT. 1 2016 10 AuG. 15, 2017

The Mecosta County Quilt Block Trail has 69
blocks on the trail. Several people are now
painting their own quilt block boards so there
are even more creative designs mounted
around the county. Self Guided Trail bro-
chures with maps are available online
(www.remus.org), at the Remus Museum
(324 S Sheridan, south of M66/M20 corner)
and at the Chamber of Commerce in Big
Rapids. Go for a drive and see how many
beautiful and colorful blocks are now mount-
ed in Mecosta, Montcalm, Isabella and Clare
Counties.

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR TASKS:
e Collect Remus area obituaries,
e Create an agricultural display,

¢ Build shelves/organize out buildings and
collections,

e Scan documents, photos and newspaper
clippings,

e Create artifact labels/signs,

e Assemble scrapbooks by topic,

e Stain/seal the picnic tables,

e Duplicate family genealogy records,

e Create a textile display, and more!

Contact Char Lenon at 989 506 2431 for info.

When buying on Amazon, log in at
smile.amazon.com and choose Remus Area
Historical Society. AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate a portion of sale!

ADAMS, LYLE & GLENNA

AMERICAN LEGION POST 240
(IN HONOR OF ALL SERVICE
PEOPLE)

ANONYMOUS

ANONYMOUS
(IN MEMORY OF ARNOLD &
JENNIE LEHNERT)

ANONYMOUS
(IN MEMORY OF JUSTIN
WERNETTE)

BALDWIN, NANCY
BANDIT INDUSTRIES
BAUMANN, MARVIN & CAROL

BILLOW, SUSAN
(IN MEMORY OF LEONARD
JOHN DIEHM)

BURKE, PAMELA

BURKE, PAMELA
(IN MEMORY OF ELAINE WER-
NETTE FESSENDEN)

CHANDLER, MARJORIE
(IN MEMORY OF ANN SIMON &
HONOR OF RAY SIMON)

COX, GARY & CARROL
DENSLOW, REX

DUBOIS, AUDREY

FARRELL, SHARRON

FIRST THURSDAY QUILTERS
FLEURY, JEANETTE

FREMONT AREA COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION (MECOSTA
COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUN-
DATION) MATCH DAY FUNDS

GIETZEN, DOYLE

GINGRICH, MICHAEL (IN
MEMORY OF LAMAR & ANITA
GINGRICH)

GREEN, DIANA

HEWLETT, TERRY
(IN MEMORY OF ROY & ELLEN
HEWLETT)

HOPP, NEIL & LINDA
HOUGH-GANDY, MARGARET

HOWARD, DAR & LINDA
(IN MEMORY OF JERRY
STICKLER)

HOWARD, DARLENE
HOWARD, LINDA

ISABELLA BANK

KEMPTON, ARNOLD & ISABEL
KLENK, MARIA

LANZ, JOSEPH & DORIS

LENON, CHAR
(IN MEMORY OF MAX LENON)

LIPAR, DOROTHY
LOBERT, KEITH & ERNA
LOVELAND, JOAN

MARKS, HARRIET
(IN HONOR OF THOMAS &
SHERRY MARKS)

MARKS, THOMAS & SHERRY
MAXWELL, RANDY & SANDRA
MAY, DANNY & JILL

MAY, WAYNE & JEAN
MCKINNEY, BEVERLY
NELSON, MAUREEN & DUANE
PARKS, JANET & DOWAYNE
REMUS ELECTRIC

REMUS LUMBER COMPANY

RUETZ, ROBERT & BONNIE
SANTER, RICHARD & RUTH

SCHAFTENAAR, LARRY &
JUDITH

SCHELL, GALER & LINDA
(IN MEMORY OF RUSSELL
GALER FAMILY)

SCHLEGEL, DONALD &
BRENDA

SIMON, MARY

SIX LAKES F. & AM. LODGE
NO. 454 (IN MEMORY OF GER-
ALD STICKLER)

SMITH, RON & PAULA
(IN MEMORY OF RON ELDRED)

SNIDER, LARRY & ELIZABETH
SNYDER, DAWN

STOLARUK, FRED &
KATHERINE

SUTHERLAND, ALETHA
(IN MEMORY OF HAZEL LOCK-
WoOoD)

SWEENEY-HOLBECK-EDISON
INS. AGENCY, INC.

TODD, KENNETH & DELORIS
WALTZ, EMILY
WALTZ, TORREY

WERNETTE, CHARLES &
SHARON

WILLIAMS, JUDITH & JOHN
(IN MEMORY OF CHARLIE &
AGNES NEWELL)
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Remus Area Historical
Society (RAHS)

324 S. Sheridan, P. O. Box 71
Remus, MI 49340

For more information, call

Linda Howard (989) 560-8305

Char Lenon (989) 967-8153, or

Dawn Snyder (989) 561-5469 or Email:
museum@winntel.net.

If you wish to be deleted from this list or if this
email should have been directed to a different
email address please let us know.

I!‘I ) : l-: ' | I

New! Limited genealogy assistance

is available to Remus Area Historical Society

members. (See form below). Members may contact

MargHough@aol.com for more information.

Because Remus Area Historical Society, Inc. (RAHS) is
an incorporated tax exempt nonprofit, all gifts are tax
deductible as allowed by law.

This year RAHS managed the Remus Museum, the Me-
costa County Quilt Block Trail, the Genealogy series,
the Cemetery tours, the Bundy Hill Historical Trail, and
Lumbering event, and supported Remus.org.

The Museum is open to residents and visitors every
Wednesday and some Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. May 3 through October 25, and by appointment.
Volunteers are welcome to help staff the museum, Me-
morial Day through Labor Day next summer on Satur-
days 11-3.

If you are interested in volunteering, contact Ken Todd
(989) 967-8249, kentodd@cmesinter.net, or, Char Le-
non (989) 967-8153, cklenon@frontier.com or email
museum@winntel.net.

COME TO A MEETING! Regular meetings are held the
3" Wednesday of each month at
4:30 p.m. at the museum.

Seeking new volunteers
and board members!
Come find your niche.
Propose a project or topic
that you would find of
interest.
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